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Abstract

This study seeks to elucidate the concept and legal nature of the obligation imposed upon the
competent authority within public administration to cooperate with the Integrity and Anti-
Corruption Commission. It further aims to examine the importance and impact of such
cooperation on the implementation of national integrity standards, as well as on the processes of
investigation, inquiry, and detection of corruption offenses within public institutions. In this
context, the study also addresses the key parameters that govern this obligation, both from the
perspective of public administration and that of the Integrity and Anti-Corruption Commission.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach through the examination and analysis of
the relevant legal provisions that regulate the duty of cooperation and the requirement to
facilitate the Commission’s mandate within public administration, in accordance with the
provisions of the Jordanian Integrity and Anti-Corruption Law No. 13 of 2016.

Among the principal findings of the study is that the concerted efforts and cooperation of
public administrative bodies with the Commission in the performance of its duties constitute a
fundamental pillar in promoting integrity and combating corruption in public administration.
Such cooperation is a legal obligation, and any failure to comply therewith may give rise to
criminal liability.

The study concludes that the Integrity and Anti-Corruption Commission is under a duty to
insist on effective and meaningful cooperation from the competent authority, and to work
towards fostering and reinforcing such cooperation through soft measures. Simultaneously, the
Commission must retain the capacity to resort to more assertive legal measures—of greater
effectiveness—where there is non-cooperation, superficial compliance, or passive cooperation.
These measures may include notifying the Prime Minister and the Speaker of the Parliament of
the negative conduct of the competent authority, which may ultimately lead to judicial referral,
subject to the prevailing facts and circumstances.
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